FRIDAY AUGUST 06 – XVIII O.T. [B]
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came a voice, "This is my beloved Son. Listen to him."
Jesus announces his disciples the mystery of his death and of his resurrection and Peter, who, some moments earlier had confessed that Jesus is the Christ, took Jesus aside and reproaches him. He should not make those talks. Jesus firstly calls his Apostle Satan and invites him always to remain in his place as disciple. Jesus has one only Teacher: the Holy Spirit. All the others, Angels and men together, are and will be his disciples for eternity. Then he shows the cross as the only way for all those who want to go behind Him to be his disciples: “Now Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" They said in reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets." And he asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter said to him in reply, "You are the Messiah." Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do." He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it. What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? What could one give in exchange for his life? Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels." (Mk 8, 27-38)
The cross is offence for Jews and foolishness for Greeks. Here is what the Apostle Paul reveals to us: “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the learning of the learned I will set aside." Where is the wise one? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made the wisdom of the world foolish? For since in the wisdom of God the world did not come to know God through wisdom, it was the will of God through the foolishness of the proclamation to save those who have faith. For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. Consider your own calling, brothers. Not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. (1Cor 1,18-26). “When I came to you, brothers, proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of words or of wisdom. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message and my proclamation were not with persuasive (words of) wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit and power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.” (1Cor 2,1-5).
To Galatians, he reveals that no one might annul the offence of the cross and one annuls it when one falls from the faith in the most pure Gospel of Christ Jesus: “You were running well; who hindered you from following (the) truth? That enticement does not come from the one who called you. A little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough. I am confident of you in the Lord that you will not take a different view, and that the one who is troubling you will bear the condemnation, whoever he may be. As for me, brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case, the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. Would that those who are upsetting you might also castrate themselves!” (Gal 5,7-12).
Instead, to Philippians, he denounces that many behave as enemies of the cross of Christ: “Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers, and observe those who thus conduct themselves according to the model you have in us. For many, as I have often told you and now tell you even in tears, conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction. Their God is their stomach; their glory is in their "shame." Their minds are occupied with earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified body by the power that enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself.” (Phil 3,17-21).
Before the cross of Christ Jesus, the world precipitates in a panic of great, unspeakable rebellion. It is understandable. Jesus, too, before the cross waiting for him, gathered in so intense a prayer as to turn his sweat into drops of blood. Without the grace of God, without a great love for the heavenly Father, without the fortitude of the Holy Spirit, before the cross one always finds himself facing a mystery the human nature refuses. It does not accept it. It rejects it. It does not belong to it. And we live two thousand years after Jesus was crucified and with millions and millions of reflections upon the mystery of Christ Jesus and of his cross. How can one do so that his disciples do not lose their way before Christ Crucified? Jesus, with the wisdom of the Spirit, prepares three of them to support the other ones. Divine and wise pedagogy in the Holy Spirit. The mystery must be accepted, but one must also prepare himself to the mystery. The mystery must be enlightened with every light. Jesus prepares to the mystery by transfiguring himself, manifesting his glory. Calling the Law and the prophets as his witnesses. The Father confirms every word of his Son and invites the Apostles to listen to him. Only the Word of Christ is most pure truth.
Let us read the text of Mk 9,2-10
After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came a voice, "This is my beloved Son. Listen to him." Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with them. As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant.
[bookmark: _GoBack]While Jesus prepares three of his Apostles to overcome the offence of the cross and help the other Apostles so that they do not lose their way before their Messiah Crucified, today we operate a reverse way. Instead of enlightening about the mystery of Christ the Lord, we also deprive hearts of those remnants of light that still remain in them. Not only there is a bad formation about the mystery of Christ Jesus today. With satanic and devilish science and art, one willingly speaks of Him in an incorrect and inappropriate way in order to confuse minds and lead hearts to the full loss. Today, a way that is walked by everyone consists of suppressing what is proper and only of Christ and of giving every man what is of the Messiah of the Lord. But how can one give man what is of the Messiah, if the Messiah is the Only Begotten Son of the Father, the only Incarnated God, the only Creator of man, his only Lord and Judge, his only Redeemer and Saviour, the only Bread of eternal life, the only Revealer of the mystery of God? May the Mother of Jesus help us to give Christ what is always of Christ.
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